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From demographics and social change to politics and
technology, many trends impact planning in higher
education. SCUP’s Trends for Higher Education is
designed to help you and your institution make sense of
the most significant evolutionary forces.

This edition focuses on trends both on campuses and
across society at large that affect the very heart of the
higher education enterprise—learners and learning.

About Trends

Demographic shifts. Political changes. Social
movements. The evolution of technology. These

all affect your institution. SCUP’s Trends for Higher
Education helps you and your institution stay on top of
the major changes in the world around you. How?

» We scan a wide range of media sources and identify
significant trends and movements, both in higher
education and out.

» We help you anticipate how these trends might affect
your institution.

How can you use Trends?

» Inform your environmental scanning or SWOT analysis
» Support strategic planning efforts

» Discuss the future of higher education

» Support your budget requests

» Assist in program prioritization

» Help develop new curricula

We've organized Trends using STEEP:

Social: How people work internally (psychology)
and with each other (sociology)

Technological: How people use technology
(including hardware and software), how society
relies on technology, and how technology affects
society

Economic: Macro- or micro-economics, including
global trends, anything related to jobs and skills
needed for jobs, and industry shifts

Environmental: Our external surroundings,
including sustainability and our evolving
workplaces, cities, and living spaces

Political: Public policy, governmental systems, the
people within them, and the effects of government
decisions on our citizens and communities

Each trend includes a brief summary, a footnoted
source, and discussion questions to help you analyze
and act on the trend.

Join the conversation

It’s impossible for us to identify every issue you may
need to consider. What did we miss? What did we get
wrong? Tell us!

» E-mail trends@scup.org
» Tweet @Plan4HigherEd with the hashtag #scuptrends
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